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vehicle horns.  This is also not being adhered to and further disrup�on is caused a�er the official end �me by 
people and vehicles not leaving the site quietly. 

 

Effect on Local Residents 

The noise from Cornwallis is a growing en�ty which is having a huge impact on local residents.  Many of us are 
unable to use and enjoy our gardens because we are driven inside during events and ac�vi�es.  We are unable 
to have our windows open and even with them shut, music, tannoys, shou�ng and whistles can o�en be heard 
in every room of the house.  Some people have moved house, ci�ng the disrup�on to their lives as a 
contributory factor and others are openly considering having to move house.  My wife is in tears at the thought 
of this applica�on being approved. 

 

I have no faith, based on previous experience with the School, that they will be able or willing to comply with 
any noise restric�ons that are imposed in rela�on to this licence applica�on. 

 

To Conclude.  

This applica�on will significantly nega�vely affect many local residents who are already having to suffer a real 
loss of peace and enjoyment of their own homes.  There used to be no noise or light pollu�on here at all and 
now, the events being held at the Cornwallis site are having a major nega�ve impact on residents and the 
quality of our lives. 

 

I request that the applica�on is refused. 

 

David Sanderson 

 

 

Please redact personal informa�on if this is published. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 
Re: Letter of objection to Cornwallis Premises Permit Application - 23/03156/LAPRE 
 

Dear Sir/ Madam 

We have just (2/3/24) seen the no�ce regarding the applica�on for license for Cornwallis Academy 
dated 12 February.  Normally the school no�fies residents of such an ac�vity but disappoin�ngly they 
failed to do in this case as so did Maidstone Borough Council.  This is a significant change of use and 
this leter is our strong objec�on for the following reasons.  In the past the school has submited 
individual applica�ons for 2 or 3 events a year.  These have caused the local residents excessive noise 
and disrup�on but we have reluctantly had to live with it.  This applica�on, if approved, gives the 
school a free hand to cause us noise and disrup�on every weekend (Friday to Sunday) for 52 weeks of 
the year.  The prospect of this is already the cause of significant anxiety and stress. 

Loca�on 

This is a quiet residen�al area and is valued by its inhabitants for the peace and quiet. 

Given our knowledge of previous event loca�ons, we live approximately 200m away and are elevated 
by approximately 20m. We are therefore in direct line of sight for noise and lights.  There must be 
over 200 houses within a close proximity contrary to Part 3 of the applica�on “in a rural loca�on with 
no immediate neighbours” This is in error. 

Current problems 

We are already in dispute with the school and supported by the council for current noise levels 
generated by the 3G pitch which operates 7 days a week (day�me and night �me). 

The school is currently in breach of some of the planning condi�ons for this development.  The key 
issues are acous�c screening not complete, breaking no whistle policy and noisy traffic before and 
a�er matches in evening 

School Track record 

The school has not addressed our current noise concerns, we have no confidence in them 
administering such a large task which can very easily get out of hand. If so, neighbouring proper�es 
would be at risk.   

 

Yours sincerely 

S J Moreham  

 

Copy sent to the above email and on-line 

The Licensing Partnership 
P.O.Box 182 
Sevenoaks 
Kent 
TN13 1GP 
Licensing@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
 

 

 

 

4 March 2024 
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From: Tim Jessop  
Sent: Sunday, March 3, 2024 4:59 PM 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Cornwallis School 
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
I understand that Cornwallis school have applied for an outside amplified music and alcohol licence every 
Friday,Saturday and Sunday from 11am to 10pm. 
I strongly object to this applica�on as the school already disrupt our peace with football noise most evenings 
and weekends . 
If the licence is approved then our lives here in will be a complete misery every day of the week ! 
Please do not approve this applica�on. . 
Tim Jessop 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







would be intolerable. We live in a quiet, private road but our quality of life has already 
been greatly reduced with the football noise, shou�ng, whistles (against planning policy) 
and the noise of spectators, seven days a week.  
It is totally outrageous that I will not be able to sit in my garden, of my dream house in 
peace and tranquillity at weekends with what the school propose should this license be 
granted. The school are misleading the commitee if they claim that there will not be an 
impact on local residents. 

 
Kind regards  
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From:  
Sent: Monday, March 4, 2024 2:34 PM 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: permit applica�on 23/03156/LAPRE 
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Cornwallis Premises Permit Applica�on 23/03256/LAPRE 
 
To whom it concerns 
 
With reference to the above applica�on for a license which would allow amplified music and the sale of 
alcoholic drink 3 days a week at the Cornwallis football ground, we cannot believe anyone could suggest that 
there would be no households which would be affected, as stated on the applica�on! 
It must be blatantly obvious, given the amount of feedback from local residents concerning the aggrava�on 
caused by the shou�ng from the pitches, that any appreciable addi�on to the noise would certainly affect the 
locality. 
You could be fooled into believing, because opposite to the school is a wooded area, that the noise would not 
affect anyone. Let me assure you that if you care to look in any other direc�on there are many peace loving 
residents who would be catastrophically affected. 
The management of the football ground have acknowledged that there is a noise problem by the decision to 
plant a noise limi�ng tree line (no we don't believe this will make any difference any more than they do!), how 
can they now say that amplified music will not compound the problem? 
It is obvious why the local residents had to find out about the applica�on by word of mouth rather than being 
consulted. It illustrates perfectly the total disregard for the  quality of life afforded to the locality, since the 
concept of the pitches was conceived. 
Please reject this applica�on on the grounds of Public Nuisance, it is the only logical choice! 
 
Regards 
 
John and Shirley Price 
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From: Alexandra Jessop  
Sent: 05 March 2024 14:01 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: 
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Re:  Cornwallis Premises Applica�on 23/03156/LAPRE 
 
I wish to wholeheartedly reject this applica�on.  We already have disturbance from the school when they have 
football matches, celebra�ons with load music, and the large lights erected there.  This is a long established 
residen�al area, and I feel it is greatly unfair to expect residents to accept this plan.  The school is on the top of 
Linton hill, so the sound rolls down over each side of the road. I feel when it’s warm and residents have their 
windows open, it will be unbearable. 
 
Yours sincerely,  Alexandra Jessop,   
 
Sent from my  iPad 
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From: Raymond  
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 2:33 AM 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Applica�on for license for Cornwallis school 23/03156/LAPRE 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

I would like to object for the following reasons a litle while go the school had all season pitch added for the 
pupils which was great only to find them being used late in to the evening by others if a licence is approved will 
this also be an excuse to turn it in to a social club it is a school at the end of the day plus the thought of 
amplified music late in to the night is hard to bare. 

I would be grateful if you could take my objec�ons into considera�on 

Ray Jennings 
 

Sent from my iPhone 





 
 

  

Sent with Spark 
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From: Harry Armitage  
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 11:42 AM 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Cornwallis Premises Licence Applica�on 23/03156/LAPRE 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 I would like to lodge my 
objec�on to the school’s applica�on for an outside amplified music and alcohol licence. Having experienced it 
previously when they have charity runs, fun fairs etc there is a very high level of noise which is very intrusive. 
This is supposed to be a semi-rural area a�er all. Also, these ac�vi�es give rise to a greatly increased level of 
traffic which is undesirable. 
Harry Armitage 
Sent from my iPad 
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From: Nicholas King  
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 2:41 PM 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Cornwallis premises licence applica�on 23/03156/lapre 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello. 
As much as i like the convenience of living near Cornwallis for my children who go there. I’m very concerned 
about the issuing of an alcohol license and load music especially on a Sunday. So there for I would like to object 
to this . 
Thank you 
Nick 
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From: Laraine Barrie  
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 2:59 PM 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Cornwallis Premises Licence Applica�on 23/03156/LAPRE 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear Sir or Madam 

I would like to strongly object to Cornwallis having an amplified music licence and alcohol licence as we already 
suffer noise from the football most evenings and weekends and any of their school events to date have been 
very noisy from music and permi�ng an alcohol licence could promote unreasonable behaviour and become a 
very unpleasant place to live. 
Yours sincerely 
Laraine Barrie 
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From: Sophie R  
Sent: Thursday, March 7, 2024 1:04 PM 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: CORNWALLIS 23/03156/LAPRE 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

****I WOULD JUST LIKE TO ADD THAT I AM SHOCKED THAT CORNWALLIS SCHOOL HAVE STATED IN THE 
APPLICATION THAT THEY HAVE NO IMMEDIATE NEIGHBOURS WHEN THE FIELDS FENCE LINE IS ON OUR 
FENCELINE, NOT TO MENTION THE HOUSE BEHIND US AND THE OVER 60’s FLATS/ BUNGALOWS IS ALSO 
ALONG THE SAME FENCELINE TO THE FIELD IN QUESTION. *** 

Re; CORNWALLIS 23/03156/LAPRE 

06/03/2024 

To whom it may concern, 

It has been brought to our aten�on that Cornwallis school have submited an applica�on to yourselves and we 
would absolutely like to OBJECT to this. 

Our reasons are the fact that the loud noise goes on most nights �l gone 10pm already, The loud shou�ng, 
swearing and bright lights through our windows etc is really affec�ng my mental health. It’s affec�ng our whole 
family. This is with our windows shut! We have two people with au�sm in our house and you can imagine the 
impact this is having on them. 

It’s totally unfair on our whole neighbourhood and something needs to stop. 

Kindest Regards 
Miss Rees 
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From: Hilary Robinson  
Sent: Friday, March 8, 2024 9:45 AM 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Cornwallis Premises Licence Applica�on 23/03156/LAPRE 
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
I’d like to lodge my objec�on to the above applica�on. 
I live  on a very busy road that is very noisy, by gran�ng this 
applica�on not only will it add to the noise level at weekends and evenings, it will also add to it with 
very loud music and shou�ng, increased alcohol use which will increase an�social behaviour and 
liter. We already have liter dropped on the road when students leave school, pop in the local garage 
for snacks and the rubbish gets discarded along the hedgerows. 
If this is allowed to go ahead it will impacked on the local residents, the natural environment and 
increased air  pollu�on due to increased amount of vehicles. 
Yours sincerely 
Mrs H M Robinson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







loca�on adjacent to two extremely busy heavily trafficked roads.   The risks are obvious from the 
addi�onal traffic generated at night at the weekend in a rural loca�on and increase risk of drinking 
and driving in a loca�on where there is litle or no public transport. 

2) The protec�on of children from harm 

The school has approximately 1370 pupils of which probably 5% are eligible to drink alcohol.  It 
therefore seems astonishing that the school wishes to create an ethos of the availability of 
alcohol at school events when virtually none of the students can legally drink it .  Gran�ng this 
license will encourage those parents who have said about this applica�on on Facebook “ LM .. “I 
could easily stagger home “ and TO “Definitely every mum needs a wine at school events .” is this 
the a�tude you want to encourage in parents? This seems to fundamentally go against the 
school's stated  ethos. 

3) The prevention of public nuisance 

This plan is going to create a massive public nuisance. Most schools apply for temporary licenses 
to hold occasional school events.  New Line Learning are not honest or transparent about why 
they need an indefinite alcohol and music license for all day every Friday, Saturday and Sunday of 
the year including bank holidays and Sundays to conduct these events and as neighbours once 
again we are suffering from their thoughtlessness and an�-social behaviour. 

Kids are camping in the school grounds every year and kids play sports and we have no problem 
with any of that.    

The disrup�on isn’t just to humans.  The local wildlife of badgers, foxes, bats and squirrels and 
other woodland creatures who live in the grounds find the fireworks display as terrifying as our 
cat does who is shaking from start to finish with fear and will probably have a shortened life 
expectancy as a result.  

The school ignores the well-being or health of its close neighbours including young children who 
are trying to get some rest and peace in their own homes.  None of the school staff have homes 
neighbouring so of course they don’t care and intend to outsource all responsibility to external 
contractors.  The school has already evidenced its disinterest in working with the community. 

 

We request this applica�on is blocked and if the school wants occasional one-off licences they should 
apply for a one off licence like all other schools. 

Mr and Mrs Grabham  
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From: Sally Bodman   
Sent: Sunday, March 10, 2024 8:04 PM 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Cornwallis License Applica�on 23/03156/LAPRE 
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
I am wri�ng with the following comments with regards this applica�on. 
 

 I was ini�ally concerned as to what this might mean. Having actually 
communicated with the school I understand this to be primarily to enable them to con�nue to run 
the annual fireworks night. This is currently I believe run under a TEN - it is a well run event and 
nearby residents are given months of no�ce of the date and �mes. 
 
Given rising costs I completely understand that in order to con�nue running this event the school 
would need to increase income by selling more �ckets. I fully appreciate that they are limited in this 
by a TEN and so their reasons for seeking a license for this make complete sense. On this basis I fully 
support it. 
 
I also understand that having some degree of flex to allow other community events makes sense. 
 
I would suggest that to allay local fears some kind of maximum number of events could be included  
in the license. Or it could be made very clear that this is for community or school events only? 
 
These fears have been in many ways created by individuals sugges�ng somewhat ridiculous scenarios 
such as the school using this license to hold wedding recep�ons, fireworks and funfairs “every and all 
Friday, Saturday and Sundays”. Whilst I personally doubt as an example that there are many young 
couples wan�ng to celebrate the most important day of their life in the shadow of Cornwallis the 
circula�on of ideas like this has raised concerns for some. Leaflets have been dropped through doors 
and people approached to sign a pe��on and to object using this email. This campaign has not to my 
knowledge sought to gather facts and it is a shame that fears have been raised based upon 
assump�ons. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Sally Bodman 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Valerie Mercer   
Sent: Sunday, March 10, 2024 10:21 PM 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Cornwallis Premises Licence Applica�on 23/03156/LAPRE  
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
We object to this applica�on on the basis that it will cause considerable disturbance  to a large 
number of residents over 3days every weekend.  There is a large amount of traffic including large 
Lorrie’s that use the approach roads to the school. The changes to Linton crossroads to make them 
safer have been put on hold,  there have been fatali�es at these crossroads and their approaches. 
 
MK & V L E Mercer 
Sent from my iPad 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





there are no direct neighbours, .  
 
It is also a lie to say traffic will not be caused, as this is already a current issue, 
with Cornwallis needing to remind/reprimand parents not to park on Penny 
Close property.  
 
The application states 10pm finishes, including Sundays, which is wholly 
unacceptable!  
 

  
we would be most negatively impacted. We will take this further, if these 
changes are approved. 
 
It is additionally very upsetting and disappointing, that an unsigned note in our 
postbox, has informed us of this application, not in fact Cornwallis, who should 
have respect for their neighbours! 
 
It's one thing to buy a property opposite a school, and knowing a small 
disruption this could cause, it is a totally different issue, then having a property 
opposite a club. The school has already added floodlights, to allow for later 
football practise, which already causes light pollution. 
 
This change, will have a direct negative impact on the re-sellability of the 
property, so not only causing a direct negative impact short-term, but also an 
economic impact in the long-term. 
 
Where will this end? That Cornwallis is a full football club and business instead 
of a school? 

 
Kind regards  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







Regarding parking, as happens during "school run hours", there will be the opportunity for 
parents/users to park indiscriminately in Hubbards Lane and (on many occasions) in the Penny Close 
access road. It seems that this is exacerbated by the fact that there is insufficient parking within the 
school grounds. Disrup�on will be greater for events with a considerable and poten�ally an unlimited 
audience. 

Traffic issues always arise during "school run hours", again due to the large volumes of cars and, as 
above, this disrup�on will increase during large audience events. 

In summary, a blanket licence covering EVERY weekend day throughout the year is not appropriate. A 
temporary licence for each planned event (as men�oned above this appears to be ONLY the annual 
fireworks event) means that neighbours can review the licence as and when it is required. 

Incidentally, the fact that this applica�on was made was not no�fied directly to us at  
and neither have any previous temporary licence applica�ons. 
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From: John Bugden   
Sent: 11 March 2024 16:59 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Ref. Cornwallis 23/03156/LAPRE 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Hello 
I would like to convey my deep concerns for the latest development at the Cornwallis Academy 

 My name is John Bugden . A�er what’s been 
a trauma�c few months with the introduc�on of late night noise and bright lights. My heart dropped 
to see another applica�on to sell alcohol un�l 10 pm at night. 
 
We’ve already lost all rights to peaceful down�me in our own homes a�er having late night football 
matches imposed on us seven days a week. I just couldn’t believe it could get any worse un�l seeing 
this latest applica�on. 
 
The Academy has already lied about the use of whistles, noise levels and ligh�ng claiming that won’t 
affect the residents. It’s had a huge impact on many of our lives and our concerns are brushed to the 
side as a nuisance. We have extremely abusive screaming and swearing coming through our windows 
late into the night. Please see an example below of a Sunday night. We have a laser like glare shining 
onto the back of our house. The Academy claim to have adjusted the angle of the lights but the 
shining glare is s�ll extremely invasive. All of the previous assurances during the planning stages have 
proven to be lies so you’ll forgive me for not trus�ng anything they promise. 
 
I’m vehemently opposed to this latest applica�on on the grounds that it would cause even more 
misery to all of the surrounding residents who have to deal with this burden. Please do not allow this 
injus�ce to take place. 
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Kevin Massam 

 

 

 

11th March 2024 

 

The Licensing Team 

Maidstone House 

King Street 

Maidstone 

ME15 6JQ 

 

Objection to Licensing Application 23/03156/LAPRE- Future Schools Trust - The Cornwallis School 

Hubbards Lane, Boughton Monchelsea, Kent ME17 4HX  

 

I am writing to formally object to the recent application made by Future Schools Trust for a premises licence 

located at The Cornwallis School Fields, Hubbards Lane, Boughton Monchelsea, directly behind my property 

at 26 Salts Avenue, Loose ME15 0AZ, for a license to sell alcohol, play live and recorded music, and allow 

performances of dance from Friday to Sunday, 11 am to 10 pm.  

 

As a resident directly affected by this proposed development, I wish to highlight several key concerns that 

warrant careful consideration. My objection is based on the following Licensing Act 2003 objectives: 

Prevention of Crime and Disorder, Public Safety, Prevention of Public Nuisance, and Protection of Children 

from Harm, and the applicant’s application that falls outside of Maidstone Borough Council’s Licensing 

Policy (the “Policy”) in many ways as laid out below. 

 

Misleading information and Omissions 

I would first like to point out comments within the Application which may be interpreted as intentionally 

misleading, misleading by omission, or wilful non-compliance with the notice requirements for the 

application 

 

General description of the premises:  

(a) School site primarily for the purpose of educating students aged 11 to 18/19.  

 

The premises is also used for business purposes.   

• The Council has granted permission for Applicant to hire out an Artificial Grass Pitch which is used 

within the hours of 

o 08:00 and 22:00 Monday to Friday; 08:00 and 18:00 on Saturday; and 

o 08:00 and 18:00 on Sunday and Bank Holidays 

• The Premises also hires out its playing fields to the public during out of school hours. 

 

The Application does not address the added wider implications that the competing businesses will have on 

one another, how they will be managed, or the implications on the local community and environment.  

 

(b) The premises we would like to hold our event on is the events field at Cornwallis Academy, it is large 

field in a rural situation with no immediate residential neighbours. 



Page | 2 
 

• The premises does not have planning permission for an events field 

• The premises is not in a rural environment. The premises is within a residential area with homes 

bordering three sides of the premises and part bordering the 4th.  

 
Displaying the notice on the premises  

“You must, for a period of no less than 28 consecutive days starting on the day after the day on which the 

application was given to the Licensing Authority, display a notice which is of a size equal or larger than A4, 

of a pale blue colour, printed legibly in black ink or typed in black in a font of a size equal to or larger than 

16 in all cases, prominently at or on the premises to which the application relates where it can be 

conveniently read from the exterior of the premises. In the case of a premises covering an area of more than 

fifty metres square, a further notice in the same form and subject to the same requirements must be placed 

every fifty metres along the external perimeter of the premises abutting any highway.” 

 

The premises covers an area of more than fifty metres square, and notices have not been placed every fifty 

metres along the external perimeter of the premises. Consequently, most local residents are unaware of 

the application or when informed by local residents had insufficient time to consider its implications.  

 

I respectfully ask the panel to consider rejecting the application, on the basis of the misleading information 

and commissions. 

 

Planning Conditions applicable to the premises 

I draw the panels attention to the context and spirit of the existing Planning Consent Conditions for the 

premises.  

 

Planning Conditions MA/08/2186  

2. The development shall be operated in accordance with a Travel Plan to be submitted to and 

approved by the Local Planning Authority prior to the first occupation of the buildings. The 

submitted Travel Plan shall include detailed proposals for monitoring and review together with 

measures to enforce the provisions of the plan if targets are not achieved. 

 

Reason: To minimise reliance and the use of the of the private car in the interests of sustainable 

development and to ensure safety and free flow of traffic in surrounding highway network, in 

accordance with Kent and Medway Structure Plan Policy S1 and the provisions of PPS1 and PPG13. 

 

3. The buildings and sports pitches/facilities hereby permitted shall not be used for community access 

outside the hours of 0800 and 2200 on any day. 

 

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of local residents in accordance with policy QL1 of the Kent 

& Medway Structure Plan 2006. 

 

15. The approved details of the parking/turning areas as shown on drawing no. L01L0001revA received 

by Kent County Council on 12/12/2008 shall be completed before the commencement of the use 

of the land or buildings hereby permitted and shall thereafter be kept available for such use. No 

development, whether permitted by the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted 
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Development) Order 1995 (or any order revoking and re- enacting that Order, with or without 

modification) or not, shall be carried out on the areas indicated or in such a position as to preclude 

vehicular access to them;  

 

Reason: Development without adequate parking/turning provision is likely to lead to parking 

inconvenient to other road users and in the interests of road safety pursuant to policy T13 of the 

Maidstone Borough-wide Local Plan 2000. 

 

Planning Conditions 22/503920 (Approved 31 January 2023) 

(9) The Artificial Grass Pitch and its associated sports lighting shall not be used outside the hours 

of:  

a) 08:00 and 22:00 Monday to Friday; 08:00 and 18:00 on Saturday; and  

b) 08:00 and 18:00 on Sunday and Bank  

 

(10) A noise and lighting management plan shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the 

Local Planning Authority prior to the first use of the facility. The noise and lighting management 

plan shall include  

o a no-whistle policy applying to the use of the facility,  

o confirmation that all perimeter fencing is constructed with neoprene isolators and that a 

maintenance regime is in place to ensure that the panels do not loosen over time.  

o measures to ensure that the lighting minimises spillage and that the lighting is maintained as it is 

installed with these measures.  

o the conclusions of an investigation into the use of red lighting in the interests of ecology and the 

environment and if feasible the introduction of this lighting.  

o procedures for responding to complaints from residents or the local authority and a review 

mechanism in response to justified complaints  

o a named contact where complaints can be directed.  

The approved artificial sports pitch shall only operate in accordance with the approved noise and 

lighting management plan.  

Reason: To safeguard the enjoyment of their properties by adjoining residential occupiers. 

 

(11) An acoustic fence shall be provided prior to the first use of the artificial grass pitch hereby 

permitted. The acoustic fence shall be in accordance with details that have previously been 

submitted to and approved in witing with the fencing thereafter be maintained in position in 

perpetuity.  

Reason: To safeguard the enjoyment of their properties by adjoining residential occupiers. 

 

(12) The floodlighting hereby approved shall be carried out in accordance with the written details 

as set out in the submitted Design and Access Statement/ SSL Flood lighting design report (received 

8th August 202222/10/18) and maintained as such thereafter. The floodlighting shall only be 

operated within the approved hours of use.  

Reason: To safeguard the enjoyment of their properties by adjoining residential occupiers and in 

the interests of visual amenity 
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It is difficult to reconcile an application which contravenes in almost every way the very spirit of the 

conditions imposed to limit public nuisance.  

 

 

 

I would also like to draw the panels attention to Clause 3.21 of the Maidstone Borough Council’s Licencing 

Act 2003 Policy which reads:  

Licensing and planning permission. The use of a licensed premises or place may be subject to planning 

controls. This is a separate regulatory regime outside the scope of the Licensing Act 2003. The Licensing 

Authority recognises that there is no legal basis for refusing a licence application in the absence of any 

planning permission for the business to which the licence application relates. However, all applicants should 

be in possession of the necessary planning authorisation for their activities or planning enforcement may be 

considered. 

 

The licencing application repurposes the premises from its current use to one of Business.  In general, all 

premises which are the subject of an application, should have the benefit of planning permission, or be 

deemed permitted development. Although, Licensing and Planning are separate regimes, consents from 

both must be in place to operate legally.  

 

The Four Licensing Objectives  

 

The prevention of crime and disorder  

The list below are all contributing factors to Crime and Disorder:  

• Crime and Disorder with the residential areas surrounding the premises is very low to non-existent. 

The licence jeopardises the security and peaceful existence of the residents by bringing the risk of 

nuisance and anti-social behaviour into their immediate environment.   

• The applicant is unknown to the Local authority in that it has a very limited track record of holding 

events on its “events field” (two a year).  

• The venue capacity is unknown. If unknown how will the capacity be regulated? How will the 

capacity limits be calculated?  

• The premises arena will not be cordoned off so it is difficult to understand how the prevention of 

Crime and Disorder will be minimised – the applicants comments promoting licencing objectives 

are not comparable to the very stringent and robust safety and security procedures in place at all 

open-air events at Mote Park.  

• There are 247 car parking places on the premises. The number of cars using the venue will rise 

substantially over daily use due to the enlarged capacity and distinct lack of Public Transport in the 

evening and Sundays. How many will be drinking and driving, how will the Licensee police this, or 

will this crime simply go unnoticed.  

• The site is approximately 10.745 hectares in size. How can SIA Security Guards and staff possibly 

patrol, monitor and keep order of so many hundreds of persons on a site with multiple and varied 

spaces to do whatever they please.  

• The licenced application is for 3 days of 11:00 to 22:00 being 33 hours per week. Maidstone’s 

Licencing Policy requires the DPS to be on site for the majority of the time. It is highly unlikely that 

the DPS will be able to maintain these hours given the DPS is in the full-time employment of the 

Applicant in another capacity. The current hours are excessive for proper supervision by the DPS.  
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• There is a very real risk that the site will introduce drug taking and distribution into peaceful area. 

• Alcohol consumption will lead to increased noise and anti-social behaviour, which will disturb the 

peace and safety of the residential community. There is also a concern about increased traffic and 

potential for illegal parking, further disrupting the local environment and potentially obstructing 

emergency access routes. 

• There is a real risk of nuisance and anti-social behaviour by individuals once they are away from the 

licensed premises and this will have a significant impact on the security and wellbeing of local 

residents. 

• The Applicants solution to promoting Public safety is: Any incidents of a criminal nature that may 

occur on the premises will be reported the police. We will install comprehensive CCTV coverage at 

the premises and it is operated and maintained at the premises. Copies will be made available to 

Police on request We will be employing SIA Security Guards who will be on patrol and at the entry 

and exit points at all times when the public will be on site. They will also be carrying out searches 

when guests enter the arena. Any glass found in the area will be confiscated. We have adopted a 

zero tolerance policy to drugs, violence and social disorder. This will be made clear to all guests on 

booking and again on entry. The bar areas will be selling all drinks in plastic cups so no glass or 

bottles will be used. This is a somewhat naïve comment, demonstrating the applicants lack of 

understanding of their responsibilities and the potential risks and consequences of managing 

events of this scale 3 days a week, 52 weeks of the year. That said the applicant has to some extent 

considered the steps within the Maidstone’s Licencing policy to promote the prevention of crime 

and disorder.  

 

Public Safety  

• The venue is a considerable distance from Maidstone town centre and will therefore not be 

patrolled by the Police, so any drink related altercations will have to be controlled by the venues 

staff. With such a large capacity a large number of well-trained security staff would be required, 

firstly to prevent altercations and secondly to quell any that transpire. If this was a town centre 

location it would most surely be on the Police radar for regular visits.  

• Drivers exiting the site having consumed alcohol onto one of Maidstone’s busiest trunk roads will 

pose a danger to other road users and local residents. There is a very real risk of patrons of the 

facility parking in local roads to avoid being seen leaving the venue and being pulled up and be 

breathalysed.  

• As stated under Prevention of Crime and Disorder there is a risk that the site will be used for drug 

taking and distribution. This poses a Public Safety issue to anyone on site or outside. It should be 

noted that this is a school premises; this is a distinct safeguarding issue for both adults and children.  

• The Applicants solution to promoting Public safety is: Appropriate fire safety procedures are in place 

including fire extinguishers (foam, H20 and CO2), fire blanket, internally illuminated fire exit signs, 

numerous smoke detectors and emergency lighting (see enclosed plan for details of locations). All 

appliances are inspected annually. All emergency exits shall be kept free from obstruction at all 

times. We have a First Aid tent staffed by a Paramedic and First Aiders to tend to any medical issues. 

This has been situated in easy reach of the access road and emergency exit. This is a somewhat 

naïve comment, demonstrating the applicants lack of understanding of their responsibilities and 

the potential risks and consequences of managing events of this scale 3 days a week, 52 weeks of 

the year. The applicant has not demonstrated that that they have considered the steps within the 

Maidstone’s Licencing policy to promote public safety.  

 

The prevention of public nuisance  
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• The premises is on a raised piece of land. Allowing tannoy’s, loud music, and alcohol to be 

consumed will allow the noise to travel across the open space into surrounding homes, right down 

into Loose Valley creating a Public Nuisance to many and across a wide area.  

• The extended hours of operation until 10 pm three days a week, especially with live and recorded 

music, will cause significant noise disturbance to residents. This will negatively impact local 

residents’ quality of life, particularly during weekends when families expect a peaceful 

environment. The potential for littering and vandalism also poses a threat to the cleanliness and 

upkeep of our community spaces. 

• In recent years the Applicant has held outdoor events which caused Public Nuisance from noise to 

excessive traffic. These events created a noise nuisance, particularly by the events PA system, that 

could be heard inside our house with the doors and windows closed. All announcements are clearly 

discernible and loud, and a disruption while attempting to relax or entertain in our garden. As this 

nuisance only happens twice a year, we are prepared to tolerate it and we have not made any 

formal complaints. The idea that the Applicant is proposing to move from holding two events a year 

to holding events for 33 hours a week does not bear thinking about. The noise generated through 

the increased number of events will dramatically affect the quality of life for nearby residents, 

leading to disturbances and potential health impacts due to increased stress and interrupted sleep 

patterns. 

• The proximity of the school to residential properties, including mine, raises significant privacy 

issues. The raised event field and buildings that overlook backyards and homes will lead to a loss of 

privacy for residents, affecting their comfort and the use of our outdoor spaces. 

• Allowing alcohol to be consumed outside the building on such a raised piece of land will allow the 

noise (usually shouting after a few drinks) to travel across the open space into surrounding homes, 

thus creating a Public Nuisance to many and across a wide area.  

• As the premises is not a town centre location there will be little or no policing leading to possible 

disorder in the venue and car parks and spilling out into the parkland surrounding the venue.  

• There is a real risk to the local community of nuisance and anti-social behaviour by individuals once 

they are away from the licensed premises and, therefore, beyond the direct control of the Licence 

holder. How will this be policed? 

• No provision appears to have been made in the Application for a short (e.g. 30 mins) ‘wind down’ 

or ‘drinking up’ period allowed for after the cessation time of entertainment and alcohol sales as 

this is effective in assisting in a reduction in noise and exuberance of customers before leaving the 

premises. If this is to be considered does this mean that the events will finish at 21:30, and that 

patrons will have until 22:00 to disperse. 

• The Applicants solution to promoting the prevention of public nuisance is: “All customers will be 

asked to leave quietly. Clear and legible notices will be prominently displayed to remind customers 

to leave quietly and have regard to our neighbours.” This is a somewhat naïve comment, which 

demonstrates the Applicants lack of understanding of their responsibilities and the potential risks 

and consequences of managing events of this scale 3 days a week, 52 weeks of the year. The 

applicant has not demonstrated that that they have considered the steps within the Maidstone’s 

Licencing policy to prevent public nuisance:  

 

The protection of children from harm.  

• It is difficult to reconcile the Cornwallis schools stated values and pledges (e.g. nurture a safe an 

engaging environment) with an Licence application that jeopardises its very core. 

• With the school in close proximity to residential areas, including many homes with children, there 

is a legitimate concern for the welfare of these minors. Exposure to alcohol consumption, loud 
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music, and large groups during the evening could have a detrimental effect on their well-being and 

sense of security. 

• The application includes the provision of Live Music, Recorded Music, Performance of dance and 

the supply of Alcohol every Friday between 11:00/12:00 and 22:00. I application allows for the 

provision the provision of entertainment and the supply of alcohol during schools hours, and the 

hours in which children will be making use of the Artificial Grass Pitch, many of whom will be 

participating without parental support. 

• The proposal to sell alcohol on school premises, even if intended for use during specific events or 

by adults, sets a concerning precedent. It risks normalizing alcohol consumption in a setting that 

should prioritize the health and development of children and young adults. This could inadvertently 

diminish the effectiveness of educational programs aimed at preventing underage drinking. 

• Introducing alcohol sales to a facility within a school environment raises concerns over increased 

security risks and the potential for alcohol-related incidents. This includes the possibility of 

underage access to alcohol, increased vehicular traffic from events, and the challenges of managing 

intoxicated individuals, all of which could compromise the safety and security of the students and 

staff. 

• There is a broader public health implication to consider. Encouraging alcohol consumption at 

community or school events can contribute to health issues related to alcohol misuse. This is 

counterproductive to public health campaigns aimed at reducing alcohol-related harm within 

communities. 

• The premises is a family orientated venue, however, the application changes its use to also 

becoming an out of town entertainment venue which is licensed. The previous family facing facility 

will disappear and any children attending will be confronted with adverts to buy alcohol, dozens of 

adults drinking around them, party nights, amplified music, drug use and trade  

• The DPS will not be able to be on site for the majority of the time (33 hours per week) which means 

that the safeguarding of children will be an issue for a large amount of the time.  

• This out-of-town entertainment venue will have no policing other than in an emergency (if called 

out, with prolonged wait times for a response), were it a town centre there would be a police 

presence giving children at least some on the spot and available protection; without effective 

policing anything could happen.  

• The Applicants comments to the protection of children from harm: The licensee and staff will ask 

persons who appear to be under the age of 25 for photographic ID such as proof of age cards, the 

Connexions Card and Citizen Card, photographic driving licence or passport, an official identity card 

issued by HM Forces or by an EU country, bearing the photograph and date of birth of bearer. All 

staff will be trained for UNDERAGE SALES PREVENTION regularly. A register of refused sales shall be 

kept and maintained on the premises. The performers have been reminded that it is a event for all 

ages and no foul language should be used. If children do get separated from their parents we have 

a designated signed area by the First Aid tent for a Meeting Point and all stewards will be briefed in 

safeguarding children at this event. This is another naïve comment, demonstrating the applicants 

lack of understanding of their responsibilities and the potential risks and consequences of 

managing events of this scale 3 days a week, 52 weeks of the year. The applicant has not 

demonstrated that that they have considered the steps within the Maidstone’s Licencing policy to 

promote the protection of children from harm.  
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Community and Family Environment  

 

• Schools serve as community hubs, which occasionally host family-friendly events and activities. 

Permitting alcohol sales can alter the family-oriented nature of these gatherings, potentially 

deterring attendance, and participation from those who prefer or require an alcohol-free 

environment for personal, cultural, or religious reasons. 

 

 

 

Given these concerns, I urge the Maidstone Borough Council to reject the application for an alcohol sales 

license at The Cornwallis School. I believe there are alternative ways to support school funding or event 

enjoyment that do not involve introducing alcohol sales into a school environment. 

 

Thank you for considering my objections. I am committed to the wellbeing of our community and am 

available for further discussion on this matter. 

 

 

Kevin Massam 
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From: tanya fisher  
Sent: 11 March 2024 23:28 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Fwd: Applica�on for a Premises Licence - 23/03156/LAPRE Future Schools Trust 
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise cau�on unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
> Dear Sir/Madam 
> 
> We are wri�ng with regard to the above applica�on number. We strongly object to this applica�on. 
> 
> Firstly we wish to highlight that Maidstone Borough Council currently has an outstanding 
applica�on awai�ng a decision(23/503026/SUB) made by the same applicants Future Schools Trust, 
Cornwallis School. This applica�on is to discharge the condi�ons that had been placed on the 
successful applica�on (22/503920/FULL) for the crea�on of 3D ar�ficial grass pitch (AGP) with 
perimeter fencing, hard standing and floodlight columns and storage. The discharge condi�ons 
appear to incorporate noise and ligh�ng management. 
> 
> In addi�on to the above men�oned outstanding applica�on decision, we are rather astonished that 
the applicants consider it appropriate for a further applica�on for a Premises Licence, which will 
greatly affect the surrounding local area. 
 
> We feel it is totally inappropriate for a secondary school se�ng to be applying for an alcohol 
licence. What message is this giving the young students who atend the school who are aged 
between 11 and 18 years old. 
> 
> The applica�on suggests there are no immediate residen�al neighbours, which is completely 
misleading and inaccurate. The real purpose of the applica�on would suggest a social venue which 
we suspect will set a precedent to be used more o�en once the applica�on has been granted. 
 
> As Cornwallis Academy is run like a business they are clearly using this opportunity to raise 
revenue. The school are partnered with Maidstone United Football Club and Maidstone Dance 
Studios both of which already have their own facili�es within the Maidstone area. 
> 
> The noise and disturbance to the neighbourhood, which currently enjoys a reasonably quiet 
loca�on, would not be in keeping with the local peaceful community area. 
> 
> We have already been affected by the noise level from shou�ng players and supporters and 
dreadful swearing during the use of the Ar�ficial grass pitch during the day�me at the weekends. In 
addi�on the loud music during fireworks evening and the schools summer event can be heard from 
our home and much further a field. We are not adverse to these one off events which we understand 
is granted by licence each year, and of course this enables the students the opportunity to enjoy the 
fireworks display and end of summer ac�vi�es. 
> 
> However, to allow a permanent Friday to Sunday alcohol and music licence would completely affect 
the local area and also have a detrimental affect on the wildlife that roam in the evenings. The 
badgers that roam around our home and in Salts Avenue could be disrupted within their habitat 
which ul�mately could have an impact on their ability to con�nue to thrive. 
 



> The noise level and light pollu�on will also adversely affect our enjoyment of our garden, our 
health and quality of life. If the applica�on was granted it could also poten�ally affect the house 
values, cause an�social behaviour during and a�er any events as atendees leave the venue. Another 
concern would be that this applica�on could also inadvertently encourage under age drinking. 
> 
> The applica�on would almost certainly set a precedent for more regular events if granted. The 
applica�on does not s�pulate the inten�on of the amount of usage or future events the venue are 
intending to pursue. This would inevitably cause increasing noise levels and poten�al adverse affects 
on the wider community. 
> 
> Please take into considera�on our views when making any decisions on this applica�on. 
> 
> Kind regards 
> Mr M and Mrs T Fisher 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
 




